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Slovakia Packaging Core Conclusions

Slovakia's packaging market maintains an import-dependent structure in 2026, with paper and

plastic packaging together accounting for nearly 75% of consumption. Driven by the EU

PPWR new regulation , demand for recyclable packaging rises significantly, presenting Chinese

exporters with compliance upgrade pressures but also opening a window for high-value-added eco-

friendly packaging exports.

Source: Eurostat Trade Database May 2026 update; Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic Q1 2026 report

Supply and Demand Fundamentals

Slovakia's packaging industry annual consumption is approximately 720,000 tons, with domestic

capacity around 520,000 tons, leaving a gap of 200,000 tons met by imports. Food & beverage and

automotive parts packaging are the largest end-use segments, together accounting for 57%.

Indicator 2025 2026E YoY

Total Consumption (10k tons) 70.1 72.0 +2.7%

Domestic Production (10k tons) 51.2 52.4 +2.3%

Net Imports (10k tons) 18.9 19.6 +3.7%

Import Dependency 37.5% 38.1% +0.6pp

Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic Industrial Report April 2026; Eurostat Prodcom data May 2026

China Market Status

In Q2 2026, China's packaging industry operating rate held in the 78%-82% range, average

corrugated cardboard prices rose about 4.3% YoY, and plastic packaging film prices edged up driven

Report Update Date: June 29, 2026

2026 total market size approximately €1.13 billion, +2.8% YoY

Import dependency around 38%, top sources: Germany, Czech Republic, Poland, China

China's packaging material exports to Slovakia about €182 million, +6.2% YoY

Key risks: tightening EU PPWR regulation, EUR/CNY exchange rate volatility, rising pulp raw material
prices



by resin costs. Overall exports to the EU grew, with Slovakia's importance as a Central and Eastern

European node market increasing.

Source: SCI99 Packaging Materials Weekly Report June W4 2026; China Customs HS code statistics May 2026

Slovakia Market Status

Slovakia's packaging market is dominated by paper and plastic packaging, together accounting for

about 74% of consumption. Germany, Czech Republic, and Poland are the top three import sources;

China ranks fourth with a market share of approximately 8.6% and continues to grow.

Source Country Import Share Main Products

Germany 26.3% Paperboard, plastic containers

Czech Republic 19.8% Corrugated boxes, flexible packaging

Poland 15.2% Plastic film, metal cans

China 8.6% Paper bags, flexible packaging, labels

Source: Eurostat Comext Database May 2026; Slovak Customs Monthly Statistics April 2026

Product Segment Structure

Paper packaging (corrugated boxes, folding cartons) holds 41% of the market, plastic packaging (film,

containers) 33%, metal packaging 12%, glass packaging 9%, others 5%. Paper packaging grows

fastest, driven by sustainable packaging policy.

Source: Slovak Packaging Association Annual Industry Report March 2026; FEFCO European Corrugated Board Statistics Q1 2026

Core Finished Product Supply & Demand

As the largest single category, corrugated boxes have domestic production of about 192,000 tons

against demand of 248,000 tons, with the gap of roughly 56,000 tons mainly filled by the Czech

Corrugated cardboard (East China) average price: 3,680 RMB/ton, +4.3% YoY

BOPP film (South China) average price: 9,450 RMB/ton, +2.1% YoY

Packaging industry composite operating rate: 79.5% (June 2026)

EU packaging material exports: approximately €4.73 billion (Jan-May cumulative), +8.1% YoY

Corrugated boxes & paperboard: consumption about 295,000 tons, +3.8% YoY

Plastic flexible packaging (film/bags): approximately 168,000 tons, +1.9% YoY

Plastic rigid containers (bottles/cans/drums): approximately 70,000 tons, +2.4% YoY

Metal cans & aluminum foil containers: approximately 86,000 tons, +2.1% YoY



Republic and Poland. Food-grade flexible packaging demand grows markedly, domestic capacity is

insufficient, and import dependency reaches as high as 52%.

Finished Product Domestic Output Consumption Gap Rate

Corrugated boxes 192,000 tons 248,000 tons 22.6%

Food-grade flexible packaging 41,000 tons 85,000 tons 51.8%

Plastic rigid containers 58,000 tons 70,000 tons 17.1%

Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic Industrial Output Data April 2026; Eurostat Prodcom May 2026 update

Intermediate Goods & Raw Material Value

Raw material costs account for approximately 55%-68% of total packaging product cost. In June

2026, pulp prices in Chinese production areas stayed high, while plastic resin prices remained firm

supported by crude oil, with CIF Slovakia prices rising in tandem, creating cost pass-through pressure

for Chinese exporters.

Raw Material China Production Area Price Slovakia CIF Indicative Price

Softwood Pulp (USD/ton) 780-810 860-890

LLDPE Resin (USD/ton) 1,020-1,060 1,140-1,180

Aluminum Foil Stock (USD/ton) 3,450-3,600 3,750-3,920

Source: Longzhong Information Pulp & Paper Prices June 2026; SunSirs Plastic Resin Prices June 2026; Argus Media European Quotes June 2026

Trade & Macro Indicators

Slovakia's 2026 GDP growth is forecast at around 2.1%, with the manufacturing PMI staying in

expansion territory. EUR/CNY exchange rate at approximately 7.82 is favorable for Chinese exporters'

exchange gains. Packaging-related import tariffs remain low under the EU framework.

Source: World Bank Economic Outlook June 2026; EU TARIC Tariff Database; China Customs Trade Statistics

GDP growth rate (2026E): 2.1% (World Bank forecast)

Manufacturing share of GDP: 21.4%

EUR/CNY exchange rate: approximately 7.82 (June 2026)

Packaging material import tariffs: 0%-4.7% (EU TARIC framework)

China-Slovakia bilateral trade volume: approximately €6.8 billion (full year 2025)



Risks & Opportunity Windows

Major Risks : EU PPWR regulation fully enforced in 2026, non-compliant packaging will face market

access restrictions; elevated pulp prices squeeze profit margins. ▲ Opportunity Window: Slovakia's

automotive and food industry growth drives packaging demand; China's eco-friendly paper bags and

biodegradable packaging exports have significant growth potential.

Source: European Commission PPWR Regulation Announcement December 2025; Slovak Automotive Industry Association Q1 2026 Report; China
Customs Special Statistics

Data Source Summary (at least 5 independent sources)

Eurostat Trade Database (Comext) — May 2026 update

Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic — Q1/Q2 2026 reports

General Administration of Customs of China — HS Code Trade

Statistics May 2026

SCI99 — Packaging Material Price Weekly June 2026 W4

Longzhong Information — Pulp, Paper & Plastic Resin Prices June

2026

SunSirs — Bulk Raw Material Spot Prices June 2026

FEFCO (European Corrugated Board Association) — Q1 2026

Statistics

World Bank — Global Economic Prospects June 2026

Argus Media — European Packaging Material Quotes June 2026

Slovak Packaging Association — Annual Industry Report March 2026

Disclaimer: The data in this report is for reference only and does not constitute any investment advice. Markets involve risk; decisions should be
made prudently.

EU PPWR requires all packaging to be recyclable by 2030, with 2026 as a critical transition period

Slovakia's auto output forecast to exceed 1.1 million units in 2026, driving industrial packaging
demand

China's biodegradable packaging exports to Slovakia +31% YoY (Jan-May 2026)

Geopolitical risk: indirect supply chain disruptions in CEE from the Russia-Ukraine situation require
ongoing monitoring


