
Slovakia Rubber & Plastics Core Conclusions

Slovakia's rubber & plastics market has an import dependency of approximately 65%, with automotive
sector consumption accounting for over 55%. In H1 2026, China's rubber & plastics exports to Slovakia

maintained 8%-12% growth, while PE/PP raw material prices fluctuated within a narrow range. The EU
CBAM policy and supply chain localization trends pose medium-to-long-term risks.

Import Dependency: ≈65% Automotive Consumption Share: ≈56%

China's Rubber & Plastics Export Growth to Slovakia: ↑ 8%-12% (YoY) ⚠ CBAM Risk

Source: Eurostat, May 2026; General Administration of Customs of China, April 2026

Supply & Demand Fundamentals

Slovakia's annual demand for rubber & plastics products is approximately 380,000-450,000 tonnes,
with domestic production meeting only about 35%; the remainder relies on imports. Automotive

manufacturing is the core consumption driver, while demand from the construction and packaging
sectors grows steadily.

Indicator Value YoY Change

Annual Demand (Rubber & Plastics Products) 380-450 kt +2.5%

Domestic Production Share ≈35% Stable

Net Imports 250-290 kt +3.1%

Automotive Sector Consumption Share ≈56% +0.5pp

Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic, Q1 2026; Plastics Europe, 2025 Annual Report

China Market Status

China's rubber & plastics raw material prices fluctuated narrowly in H1 2026, with PVC operating rates
at approximately 78% and PE/PP capacity utilization at about 82%. Overall exports of rubber & plastics
products remained stable, with export growth to Central and Eastern Europe above the average.

Category Price (CNY/tonne) Operating Rate

PVC (SG-5) 5,650-5,850 ≈78%

PE (LLDPE) 8,200-8,500 ≈83%

PP (Raffia Grade) 7,550-7,800 ≈81%

Source: Sublime China Information, June 2026; 100ppi.com, June 2026; Longzhong Information, June 2026
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Slovakia Market Status

Slovakia's rubber & plastics imports reached approximately €9.5 billion (2025), with Germany, the

Czech Republic, and Poland as the top three suppliers; China accounts for about 13%. Import unit
prices for automotive rubber & plastic parts rose approximately 4%, reflecting demand for higher-end
products.

Rubber & Plastics Imports: ≈€9.5 bn (2025)

China Share: ≈13% Germany Share: ≈28% Czech Republic Share: ≈18%

Automotive Rubber & Plastic Parts Import Unit Price: ↑ 4% (YoY)

Source: Eurostat, March 2026; Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic, Q1 2026

Product Segment Structure

Rubber & plastics imports are dominated by plastic raw materials (PE/PP/PVC) and automotive rubber
& plastic products, with tires and seals as high-value-added categories. Demand for packaging films

and construction pipes shows steady moderate growth.

Sub-Category Import Share Price Trend

Plastic Raw Materials (PE/PP/PVC) ≈38% Narrow Fluctuation

Automotive Rubber & Plastic Components ≈30% ↑ 3%-5%

Rubber Tires ≈12% Stable

Packaging Plastic Products ≈11% Slight +1%-2%

Source: Eurostat, Full Year 2025; Slovakia Customs Data, Q1 2026

Core Finished Product Supply & Demand

The supply-demand gap for automotive rubber & plastic products is approximately 180,000 tonnes
per year, with tires and seals having the largest shortfalls. Localization of production is advancing, but

the import-dependent structure is unlikely to change in the short term.

Finished Product Annual Demand Domestic Supply Gap

Automotive Rubber & Plastic Components ≈200 kt ≈60 kt ≈140 kt

Rubber Tires ≈80 kt ≈30 kt ≈50 kt

Construction Pipes/Profiles ≈70 kt ≈25 kt ≈45 kt

Source: Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic, 2025; European Tyre & Rubber Manufacturers Association (ETRMA), 2025 Annual Report

Intermediate Goods & Raw Material Value

China's PE/PP prices are competitive; even after adding shipping costs, CIF prices to Slovakia are

approximately 5%-8% lower than comparable German products. China's FOB price advantage for



synthetic rubber is approximately 6%-10%.

Raw Material China Ex-Works Price Slovakia CIF Price (Est.)

PE (LLDPE) CNY 8,200-8,500/t ≈€1,150-1,200/t

PP (Raffia Grade) CNY 7,550-7,800/t ≈€1,050-1,100/t

Synthetic Rubber (SBR) CNY 11,500-12,000/t ≈€1,550-1,650/t

Source: Sublime China Information, June 2026; Argus Media, May 2026 European Plastics Quotations

Trade & Macro Indicators

Slovakia's 2025 GDP growth was approximately 2.3%, with the automotive industry accounting for

about 12% of GDP. Bilateral trade between China and Slovakia has grown steadily, with rubber &
plastics representing approximately 6%-8% of China's exports to Slovakia.

Indicator Value Source

Slovakia GDP Growth 2.3% (2025) World Bank

Automotive Industry GDP Share ≈12% Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic

EUR/CNY Exchange Rate ≈7.85 European Central Bank, June 2026

China's Rubber & Plastics Exports to Slovakia ≈€135 mn (2025) General Administration of Customs of China

Source: World Bank, 2025; General Administration of Customs of China, 2025; European Central Bank, June 2026

Risks & Opportunity Windows

The risk of EU CBAM expansion to rubber & plastics products is increasing, and Red Sea shipping cost
volatility affects supply chain stability. The localization substitution trend provides Chinese enterprises
with opportunities for joint venture plant establishment and OEM partnerships.

⚠ Risk: CBAM Expansion ⚠ Risk: Shipping Cost Volatility

▲ Opportunity: Localization Substitution Window

▲ Opportunity: China-Slovakia Auto Supply Chain Cooperation

Slovakia's investment incentives cover automotive parts manufacturing; Chinese enterprises can enter the
local supply chain through greenfield investment or M&A.

Source: European Commission, Q1 2026 Policy Announcement; Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency (SARIO), 2026

Data Sources Summary

Eurostat General Administration of Customs of China Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic Sublime China Information

100ppi.com Longzhong Information Argus Media World Bank European Central Bank Plastics Europe

European Tyre & Rubber Manufacturers Association (ETRMA) Slovak Investment and Trade Development Agency (SARIO)

European Commission



Note: The above sources cover publicly available data from full-year 2025 through June 2026. Some monthly figures use the latest

available values.

Disclaimer: The data in this report is for reference only and does not constitute any investment advice. Markets involve risk; decisions should be
made with caution.


